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This month we welcome Pam & 
Greg Murphy to the UR family 
and we are glad to have you. 
They’ve already got some BIG 
smile miles in with a lot of the 
UR and I’m sure their ready for 
more!  
 
Speaking of smile miles; quite a 
few of UR brother’s and sister’s 
returned from some great one’s 
this month with their trips out 
west! Still on our bucket list.  
From the pictures and stories 
I’ve heard it might need to move 
up a few spots on that list. I’m 
glad you guys had a great time 
and you all made it there and 
back safe and sound!  
 
We’re going to Ye Ole Country  
kitchen this Saturday. That is if 
we aren’t all washed away with 
Florence visiting us.  
It sounds like this is the largest 
evacuation in U.S. history so lets 
keep everyone in UR prayers.    
 
Check the calendar for other up-
coming events. Until next time,  
remember to practice good rid-
ing habits, use those hand sig-
nals and as always……….. 

“Great adventures” 

 
“Peace be the Journey” 
 
   Delbert Hinshaw 
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Hello United Riders!  

Can you believe summer is over already, and 

all the big trips are over? Thankfully every-

one has arrived home from their trips safe and 

sound. With all the miles, weather conditions 

and crazy drivers out there, that is an accom-

plishment. From what I saw, heard and expe-

rienced myself, both trips were a huge suc-

cess, filled with many memories to last a life-

time. 

Of all the trips we have done over the last few 

years, this year’s trip has topped them all. We 

started planning the Yellowstone trip last 

September. It definitely lived up to the expec-

tations we had. The scenery out there cannot 

be captured by photos. We tried, but just can’t 

capture it. On these trips there’s not enough 

time to do all the things you would like to do,

(unless you are retired). On this trip, we got 

to ride thru Rocky Mountain National Park, 

Yellowstone, the Grand Tetons, Arches and 

Canyonlands National Parks. We also had 

some “first for us” experience’s. The first 

time we have ever taken this long of a vaca-

tion, three weeks. The first time we have ex-

perienced extreme temperature changes, on a 

single trip. The lowest temperature was in 

Montana at 36 degrees, and the hottest, 97 

degrees in Oklahoma. 

The first time we had a buffalo walk by us, 

fifteen feet away while we were on the bike. 

The first time riding two top 5 motorcycle 

road, Beartooth Pass, and Peak to Peak high-

way, in one trip. First time riding the bike in 

Arkansas, Texas, New Mexico, Idaho, Mon-

tana and Utah. The first time I put on 2 jack-

ets, chaps, and then put the rain suit over top 

it all. My first time seeing an eagle fly down 

THE VP’S CORNER  “First Times” 

into the Yellowstone river, and pluck a fish out, and 

fly away. I must admit that after all the years of trips 

and riding, even I was surprised by all the “first 

times”. But we always say that we don’t take vaca-

tions we take adventure. 

So get ready…the adventures, and memories of them, 

are awaiting us! 

 

 

WORDS TO LIVE BY: 
 

May your roads always be smooth, and full of curves, 

May the sun always shine behind you, and the wind be 

at your back, 

May your journeys always be safe, and full of great 

memories, 

May you never forget those less fortunate…. 

….. Those on four wheels. 

Live Free ~ Ride Free 

Dale Jones 
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At some point in your street motorcycling life you’ll find yourself 
faced with riding in gravel. Roadside pullouts that are not paved 
and road construction are the two most common scenarios where 
you’ll encounter loose rocks and/or dirt and sand. 
 
Another common gravel scenario (one where you could kick your-
self for not asking about ahead of time) happens when you've 
arrived at that cute B&B or lodge where you had planned to stay 
only to be faced with a long, deep gravel driveway.  
 
Gravel happens. Street motorcyclists rarely choose to ride in 
gravel. You can choose to turn around, but that’s not always an 
option. You need to be able to get through it in one piece. 
(Experienced rider tip: when making lodging reservations, always 
ask if there is any gravel on which you must travel to get there.) 
 
Whether it’s gravel, dirt, sand, grass, or any slick surface, the 
same rules apply. You want to minimize the motorcycle’s lean and 
abstain from any sudden input such as braking, accelerating, 
or swerving.   
 
When we lose traction, defined as the “grip of a tire on a road,” 
it’s easy to lose control of the motorcycle. But don’t lose your 
head.  
If your motorcycle is already in motion and you come up to a 
patch of gravel in the road, don’t panic. It’s best to maintain the 
momentum the motorcycle already has and slow down gradually, 
with very light use of both brakes. Your tires will slide easily, even 
on a light gravel surface, so if you brake too hard too fast you’ll 
likely produce a skid, lose control of the motorcycle and you may 
go down. 
 
When the road ahead promises miles of gravel, you can turn 
around and find another route, or you can use these techniques to 
get through it.   
 
Physically: 
Keep your arms and shoulders relaxed, and steer the bike with-
out fighting against it. 
 

 Use a gradual throttle roll-on to accelerate and maintain a 
steady speed, which will most likely be a reduced speed. Try 
not to stop, but if you have to, start out again by using very 
light, gradual acceleration, so your tires don't spin out. 

 Keep the motorcycle as straight up as possible, that is mini-
mize lean, which may mean taking wide turns and using 
most of the road. 

“How To Ride Your Street Motorcycle in Gravel” 

 Keep as much distance between you and other vehicles as 
possible to allow yourself a lot of extra room to gradually slow 
down to a stop. 

 Remember the rule that you go where you’re looking, so 
avoid looking down. Stay focused on where you want to ride 
to, but continually scanning near and far, checking the road 
surface conditions so you’re aware of any big rocks or pot-
holes to avoid. Looking far ahead will keep you heading in the 
right direction. 

Remember to breathe slowly with controlled breaths to keep your 
body calm so you don’t tense up. WRN founder Genevieve 
Schmitt advises using a Pilates breath. “I’m a Pilates instructor so 
I’m always using my 'Pilates breath' to get me through tense situ-
ations calmly—like riding in gravel. Pilates breath is done by 
breathing in through the nose, and out through the mouth. This 
kind of breathing is best for controlling your breathing pattern so 
your body stays calm. The calmer you are, the more your mind 
will remember what to do so your body can respond appropriately 
to move you through the gravel successfully. 

 
Mentally: 

Tell yourself you will get through this. 

 Listen to your inner voice. If you’re feeling confident then go 
for it. If       the voice in your head says to turn around and 

you can, then listen to it. 

 Don’t allow any negative thoughts to invade your brain like 
how bad it is to ride through gravel or that you will fall. If you 
employ the above techniques, you’re likely to power right 
through and be celebrating that you did so before you know 

it. 

Seasoned street motorcycle riders know riding in gravel is inevita-
ble. If you ride any long distances at all, you’ll likely hit upon road 
construction where fresh gravel has been laid for future pavement. 
It’s not a matter of avoidance, but a matter of learning to ride 
through it.  
 
 

http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/riding_right_stop.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/Avoiding_Hazards.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/6_rules_to_remember_about_motorcycle_tire_traction.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/safe_riding_tips_mastering_the_head_and_eyes_technique.aspx
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When you're driving in your car or truck, you're protected from the rain. When you're rid-
ing a motorcycle, you're exposed to the elements. However, motorcycles do offer some 
advantages in wet weather. They provide a superior view of the road, easy maneuverabil-
ity, and more escape routes from any potentially dangerous situations. 

If you're riding in the rain, remember the following tips from the Motorcycle Safety Foun-
dation: 

·         Aim for smooth control. Be gentle with your brakes and throttle, but balance 
your grip. When you're riding in the rain, aim to complete your turns before you ac-
celerate. 
 
·         Avoid last-minute reactions whenever possible. In wet weather, you must plan 
ahead to determine when you will need to accelerate or brake. Using engine braking 
for corners and junctions will reduce the risk of skidding. 

Avoiding hazards is extremely important in the rain. Watch out for the following obsta-
cles when you're riding your motorcycle in wet weather: 

 

·         Slick concrete surfaces 
·         Manhole covers 
·         Railroad tracks 
·         Puddles 
·         Potholes 
·         Oil spills 
 

When you're purchasing tires for your motorcycle, avoid tires that are labeled as "long-
lasting" if you plan to do a lot of riding in wet weather. Many motorcycle owners think 
this purchase is a good way to save money. However, these tires are typically less tacky 
and can't provide enough traction to keep you safe in wet weather. 

T H E  B A F F L E  

Riding in the Rain  

http://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/Riding_Tips.pdf
http://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/Riding_Tips.pdf
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September 2018 

September 15th ~ Lunch Ride ~ Ye Old Country 
Kitchen 
Meet at DK Cycles at 12/noon ~ Ride back roads to a great place for 
lunch.   

September 22nd ~ UR, FeFe’s Ride 
WE NEED EVERYONE TO PLEASE COME HELP US SUPPORT 
ONE OF OUR OWN!!  
Meet at Sheetz, 400 NC-66, Kernersville, NC 27284 at 9AM (KSU 
9:30am) and we will ride as a group to Double D's together. Wear 
those vest or shirts so she can see UR is her family, we are her 
friends!  

 

September 29th ~ Kim & Delbert’s Tie Dye Party / 
Picnic 
Come have some fun at Kim & Delbert's house at 1pm to Tie dye 
what ever you'd like. Shirts, socks... Etc..... Bring a sack lunch & 
your drink of choice...........We'll have a picnic while you're creating 
that master piece....  

Kim / Delbert: 2604 Briarcreek Rd, High Point 
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Save the date 
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October 2018 
 
 
October 13th ~ UR Picnic 
UR will be having a picnic this year!! Shelter 4 at Hester Park in 
Greensboro has been reserved from 8 am to 8pm. Food and details 
will be discussed at the Sep. 13th meeting  

 

October 20th ~ Parking Lot Practice 
Parking Lot Practice at Creekside Park in Archdale. 214 Park Dr, 
Archdale, NC 27263 
To be a SAFE riding group, we all need to ride in a similar style and 
this practice teaches us all just how to do that 'AS A GROUP'. You 
don't need your bike as this is taught standing in formation as shown 
in the picture above. We'll cover things such as: changing lanes with 
and without cars in the next lane, hand signals, speed limits, And 
what to do if we get separated (just to name a few). Please plan to 
attend as its very important for us to all be on the same page when 
we are riding together.  
We will be going to lunch after this practice.  

 

October 27th ~ UR 7th Annual Halloween Party 
Costume Event - Dress up & have some fun. 
Best Pumpkin carving contest - Win a $25 gift certificate 
Sandy & Tony Battons House - 6PM 
Main dish will be provided by the club.  
Bring a dish to pass & your drink of choice. 
This is family Event  
 

T H E  B A F F L E  
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Save the date 



P A G E  8  

T H E  B A F F L E  

SEPTEMBER 2018  
 

Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 
Colorado Trip 
 
————————— 

2 
 
Colorado Trip 
 
————————— 

3 
 
Labor Day 
 
————————
> 

4 5 
 

Debra 

McPherson's  

Birthday  

6 
 
UR 
Bus 
Mtg 

7 8 

9 10 
 
 

Alyse Ford  

Birthday  

11 12 13 
 
UR 
Open 
Mtg 

14 
 

Vicki  

Jackson's 

Birthday  

15 
Lunch Ride 
Ye Old  
Country Kitchen 
DK’s 12/noon 

16 
 
 
 

Kathy Blackburn 

Birthday  

17 18 19 20 21 22 
 

Robin Pardella  

Bill Hobb 

Birthday  

 

FeFe’s Ride 
Sheetz/Kernersville 
9AM 

23 24 25 
 

Shelley 

Sitko 

Birthday  

26 27 28 29 
 
Kim / Delberts 
Tie Dye Party/Picnic 
1PM 

30       
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OCTOBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Tony  

Pardella 

Birthday 
 

2 3 4 
 
Business 
Meeting 

5 6 

7 8 
 
Columus 
Day 

9 10 
 

United  

Riders 

Birthday 

11 
 
Open 
Meeting 

12 13 
 
UR Picnic 
Hester Park 

14 15 16 17 
 

Jodi 

Brackett 

Birthday 
 

 

18 19 20 
 
Parking Lot 
Practice 
Creekside  
Park 
10AM 

21 22 23 24 
 

Steve 

Bishop 

Birthday 

25 26 27 
 
UR Halloween  
Party 
Tony/Sandy Batton’s 
House 
6PM 

28 29 30 31 
 
Halloween 
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609 Vista Drive 

High Point, NC 27263 

E-mail: 

unitedriders2010@yahoo.com 

 

United Riders  

Riding Club 

 

If you see the following family member,  
wish them a  

 

* Happy Birthday * 
 

             Debra McPherson ~ September 5th 
Alyse Ford ~ September 10th 

Vickie Jackson ~ September 14th  
 Kathy Blackburn ~ September 16th 

Robin Pardella ~ September 21st 
Bill Hobbs ~ September 21st 

Shelley Sitko ~ September 25th 
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Visit us on the 

Web! 

The UR Garage  
Minor Repair & Maintenance  

Mike Rutenberg  
(336)-847-7475 

Rate- $35 hr 

tel:%28336%29-847-7475

