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T H E  B A F F L E  

This month We welcome Sherry 
Graves to the UR family and we are 
looking forward to sharing many 
miles ahead. 
I’d like to give a THANK YOU! To 
all the UR family for the outstanding 
job at the BFB ride. We fed the mass-
es and had fun in the process.  
Oh! and we made a little money to 
help the causes.  
BK and Barry, THANKS for the ear-
ly service! The decorations, the tables 
and the grill etc…Really Thanks!! 
Tony took care of the coffee and 
making up the sausage patties and 
cooking!!! Cathy cooking all the 
bisquits and everyone for every-
thing…THANK YOU!! Look for-
ward to next year! 
 
We apologize for the inconvenience 
of the short notice on the change of 
venue for this month’s meeting. It 
was not our choice, only our solution. 
We should be back on track for next 
month at Logan’s. 
I hope everyone has had a great time 
riding with the UR. I know I talk a 
lot about the best way to have fun 
riding is arriving safely with some 
great memories! 
So, we stress the use of safety 1st as 
a mind set. If you practice this type 
of riding all the time it becomes habit 
and when U R riding with UR 
friends; it’s always a good time!  
 

“Arriving SAfely” 

This being said UR is having a PARKING 
LOT PRACTICE in OCTOBER for all mem-
bers.  
We will start having these twice a year and 
we could sure use UR support in this in order 
to be a great riding group!  
Please plan to be there! 
 
Until next time,  remember to practice good 
riding habits, use those hand 
signals and as always……….. 

“Peace be the Journey” 
 
Delbert Hinshaw 
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Hello United Riders!  
 
Can you believe summer is over already? 
Wow this year has gone by way to fast.  
 
I hope all of you enjoyed the summer trips 
and rides with the club. Good news is, there 
are still plenty of good riding days to come. 
 
When Delbert called me a week before Labor 
Day and asked me to lead the trip to 
Blairsville, I was a little overwhelmed. I had 
only been back home a couple of weeks from 
our two-week trip to Sturgis. I was still trying 
to catch up on my projects at work, and at 
home. 
I knew it would be tough to squeeze time in 
for planning this trip. I decided to reach out to 
David McGill and see if he could assist. We 
decided that I would lead the group down and 
back and he would lead the two-day trips. 
Then we started to get the weather forecast 
about hurricane Harvey aftermath heading 
our way. At one point it looked like the whole 
weekend would be a wash out. Decisions 
were starting to be made on whether to ride or 
haul the bikes down. As the ride date got 
closer the weather forecast began to improve.  
 
We began our journey from Kernersville with 
our rain suits on, and we were ready for the 
worst. Fortunately, 
we didn’t run into rain until we got to the oth-
er side of Asheville, and it only lasted 20 
minutes or so. Once we got to the motel, Rob 
came to David about some routes he was 
looking at. After talking it over, Rob volun-
teered to lead the Saturday ride. We had great 
weather, and a great ride on Saturday. Then 
David led us for another great ride on Sun-
day. Tony was our sweeper 
for the entire weekend. The trip was a great 
success, with great weather, good rides, and 
fun time had by all. 
 

THE VP’S CORNER  “Teamwork ” 

I can’t help but be impressed by the members in this 
group. Everyone pitched in to help out with the rides, 
making this trip one to remember. I know everyone 
who went appreciated what these guys did for us. It’s 
so much easier to accomplish these group rides when 
we help each other out. Thanks to everyone who went 
and all the guys who helped out. 
 

So get ready…the adventures, and memories of them, 

are awaiting us! 

 

WORDS TO LIVE BY: 
 

May your roads always be smooth, and full of curves, 

May the sun always shine behind you, and the wind be 

at your back, 

May your journeys always be safe, and full of great 

memories, 

May you never forget those less fortunate…. 

….. Those on four wheels. 

Live Free ~ Ride Free 

Dale Jones 
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At some point in your street motorcycling life you’ll find yourself faced 
with riding in gravel. Roadside pullouts that are not paved and road 
construction are the two most common scenarios where you’ll en-
counter loose rocks and/or dirt and sand. 
 
Another common gravel scenario (one where you could kick yourself 
for not asking about ahead of time) happens when you've arrived at 
that cute B&B or lodge where you had planned to stay only to be 
faced with a long, deep gravel driveway.  
 
Gravel happens. Street motorcyclists rarely choose to ride in gravel. 
You can choose to turn around, but that’s not always an option. You 
need to be able to get through it in one piece. (Experienced rider tip: 
when making lodging reservations, always ask if there is any gravel 
on which you must travel to get there.) 
 
Whether it’s gravel, dirt, sand, grass, or any slick surface, the same 
rules apply. You want to minimize the motorcycle’s lean and abstain 
from any sudden input such as braking, accelerating, or swerving.   
 
When we lose traction, defined as the “grip of a tire on a road,” it’s 
easy to lose control of the motorcycle. But don’t lose your head.  
If your motorcycle is already in motion and you come up to a patch of 
gravel in the road, don’t panic. It’s best to maintain the momentum 
the motorcycle already has and slow down gradually, with very light 
use of both brakes. Your tires will slide easily, even on a light gravel 
surface, so if you brake too hard too fast you’ll likely produce a skid, 
lose control of the motorcycle and you may go down. 
 
When the road ahead promises miles of gravel, you can turn around 
and find another route, or you can use these techniques to get 
through it.   
 
Physically: 
Keep your arms and shoulders relaxed, and steer the bike without 
fighting against it. 
 

 Use a gradual throttle roll-on to accelerate and maintain a 
steady speed, which will most likely be a reduced speed. Try not 
to stop, but if you have to, start out again by using very light, 
gradual acceleration, so your tires don't spin out. 

 Keep the motorcycle as straight up as possible, that is minimize 
lean, which may mean taking wide turns and using most of the 
road. 

 Keep as much distance between you and other vehicles as 

possible to allow yourself a lot of extra room to gradually slow 
down to a stop. 

 Remember the rule that you go where you’re looking, so avoid 
looking down. Stay focused on where you want to ride to, but 
continually scanning near and far, checking the road surface 
conditions so you’re aware of any big rocks or potholes to avoid. 
Looking far ahead will keep you heading in the right direction. 

“How To Ride Your Street Motorcycle in Gravel” 

Remember to breathe slowly with controlled breaths to keep your 
body calm so you don’t tense up. WRN founder Genevieve Schmitt 
advises using a Pilates breath. “I’m a Pilates instructor so I’m always 
using my 'Pilates breath' to get me through tense situations calmly—
like riding in gravel. Pilates breath is done by breathing in through the 
nose, and out through the mouth. This kind of breathing is best for 
controlling your breathing pattern so your body stays calm. The calm-
er you are, the more your mind will remember what to do so your 
body can respond appropriately to move you through the gravel suc-
cessfully. 

 
Mentally: 
Tell yourself you will get through this. 

 Listen to your inner voice. If you’re feeling confident then go for 
it. If       the voice in your head says to turn around and you can, 
then listen to it. 

 Don’t allow any negative thoughts to invade your brain like how 
bad it is to ride through gravel or that you will fall. If you employ 
the above techniques, you’re likely to power right through and 
be celebrating that you did so before you know it. 

Seasoned street motorcycle riders know riding in gravel is inevitable. If 
you ride any long distances at all, you’ll likely hit upon road construc-
tion where fresh gravel has been laid for future pavement. It’s not a 
matter of avoidance, but a matter of learning to ride through it.  
 
Ride safe and Peace On… 
 
By Kathy Blackburn 

http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/riding_right_stop.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/Avoiding_Hazards.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/6_rules_to_remember_about_motorcycle_tire_traction.aspx
http://www.womenridersnow.com/pages/safe_riding_tips_mastering_the_head_and_eyes_technique.aspx
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“Who Said it” by Sandy Batton 

Choose Who Said What…..Henry Winkler, Vin Diesel, John Travolta, Brantley Gilbert, Evel 

Knievel, Rachel Kushner, Criss Angel, or  Zac Brown  

Who Said It?   

 

1. Riding a motorcycle on today's highways, you have to ride in a very defensive manner. You 

have to be a good rider and you have to have both hands and both feet on the controls at all 

times.  

 

2. You see, I don't know how to ride a motorcycle, actually.  

 

3. When you're wearing a motorcycle helmet, people don't know who you are. So I just wander 

around and, yeah, it's pretty awesome.  

 

4. I want to ride my motorcycle up the side of  the Luxor to the light and vanish.  

 

5. I have crashed on a motorcycle that was going at 140mph, so I know what it feels like.  

 

6. It wasn't until I went to college and I got my first motorcycle that I understood the thrill of  

speed.  

 

7. The first thing I ever rode when I was a kid was a motorcycle, so I knew how to drive a mo-

torcycle before a car. 

 

8. The first time I went to Sturgis, I remember thinking, 'This motorcycle thing, this is me.'  

 

Answers Are hidden within this newsletter 



 
 

    FOR SALE 

 

For sale $7000 

94 heritage softail 

Good riding bike, needs battery and rider. 

24xxx miles?  

If Interested or know of someone who 

might be: See Alan Hethcox 
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When you're driving in your car or truck, you're protected from the rain. When you're riding a motorcycle, you're ex-

posed to the elements. However, motorcycles do offer some advantages in wet weather. They provide a superior view 

of the road, easy maneuverability, and more escape routes from any potentially dangerous situations. 

If you're riding in the rain, remember the following tips from the Motorcycle Safety Foundation: 

·         Aim for smooth control. Be gentle with your brakes and throttle, but balance your grip. When you're riding in 

the rain, aim to complete your turns before you accelerate. 

·         Avoid last-minute reactions whenever possible. In wet weather, you must plan ahead to determine when you 

will need to accelerate or brake. Using engine braking for corners and junctions will reduce the risk of skidding. 

Avoiding hazards is extremely important in the rain. Watch out for the following obstacles when you're riding your mo-

torcycle in wet weather: 

·         Slick concrete surfaces 

·         Manhole covers 

·         Railroad tracks 

·         Puddles 

·         Potholes 

·         Oil spills 

When you're purchasing tires for your motorcycle, avoid tires that are labeled as "long-lasting" if you plan to do a lot of 

riding in wet weather. Many motorcycle owners think this purchase is a good way to save money. However, these tires 

are typically less tacky and can't provide enough traction to keep you safe in wet weather. 

T H E  B A F F L E  

Riding in the Rain  

https://www.facebook.com/messages/t/alan.hethcox#
http://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/Riding_Tips.pdf
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September 2017 

 
September 1st-4th ~ UR’s 7th Annual Labor Day Trip 
Lodging Info:  
Seasons Inn Motel  - 94 Town Square Suite N , Blairsville, Georgia 30512 
Call toll free: 800.901.4422 
$89 per night - includes tax 
We have 13 rooms blocked & YOU MUST call to pay for your own room out of UNITED 
RIDERS BLOCK. Ask for Colleen (Jodi Brackets friend)  
Great reviews & in the middle of town.  
NO REFUNDS DUE TO WEATHER!!  
YOU MUST BOOK BY AUGUST 5th or the rooms go back in circulation.  
 

September  9th ~ Pop Up Ride ~ The Road to Nowhere 
This day is set aside for a pop up ride. It will be Lead by someone to anywhere.... Lets be 
creative & post your ideas....  

 
September 17th ~ Sunday Funday ~ Foothill’s Brewpub 
Our Pick from the Box for September is: Foothills Brewpub in Winston Salem 
Meet at Sheetz in Kernersville at 4pm for a nice dinner that includes, Wings, Burgers, 
Wraps & more.... 
 

September 23rd ~ Tuggles Gap Ride 
Meet at Sheetz In Kernersville @ 9am 
Well Ride to Tuggles Gap for lunch, ride the parkway to Meadows of Dan to Nancy's Can-
dy, then back on the parkway to Orchard Gap for some twisties & switchbacks on the ride 
down the mountain. A beautiful ride for a challanging soul....  

 
September 24th ~ Capital City Bikefest Ride 
Meet at Speedway gas station in Asheboro at 9am  
We will spend a couple hours at the Rally then head to Fuquay-Varina for lunch at the Ma-
son Jar Tavern. 

T H E  B A F F L E  
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Save the date 
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October 2017 
 
 
October 8th ~ Sunday Funday ~ Dinner Ride  to Mac’s Speed 
Shop 
Meet at DK Cycles at 2pm 
This Months Pick from the box is Mac’s Speed Shop 
Meet at DK Cycles fat 2pm for a nice back roads ride to Mac’s Speed  Shop 

 

October 14th ~ Parking Lot Practice and Lunch ride 
We are stepping back in time & doing an old fashioned Parking Lot Practice at Creekside 
Park in Archdale. 214 Park Dr, Archdale, NC 27263 ~ 10AM Sharp! 
This Event is NECCESSARY for ALL MEMBERS to attend. To be a SAFE riding group, we 
all need to ride in a simular style and this practice teaches us all just how to do that "AS A 
GROUP". You don't need your bike as this is taught standing in formation as shown in the 
picture above. We'll cover things such as: changing lanes with and without cars in the next 
lane, hand signals, speed limits, And what to do if we get separated (just to name a few). 
Please plan to attend as its very important for us to all be on the same page when we are 
riding together.  
We will be going to lunch after this practice  

 

October 21st ~ UR 7th Annual Halloween Party 
Costume Event - Dress up & have some fun. 
Best Pumpkin carving contest - Win a $25 gift certificate 
Sandy & Tony Battons House - 6PM 
BBQ/buns and chicken will be provided by the club.  
Bring a dish to pass & your drink of choice. 

This is family Event  
 

 

T H E  B A F F L E  
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Save the date 

Answers: 1) Evel Knievel  2) Henry Winkler  3) Zac Brown  4) Criss Angel  5) Rachel Kushner  6) Vin Diesel  7) John 
Travolta   8) Brantley Gilbert  
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SEPTEMBER 2017  
 

Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
<——————
— 
 
UR       Labor 

2 
——————— 
 
  
Day 

3 
 
———————— 
 
Trip 

4 
 
——————-> 

5 
 
Debra  
McPherson’s 
Birthday 

6 7 
UR Bus Mtg 

8 9 
 
Pop Up Ride 
 

10 
 
Alyse Ford’s 
Birthday 

11 12 13 14 
UR Open 
Meeting 
 
Vickie  
Jackson’s 
Birthday 

15 16 
 
Kathy  
Blackburn’s  
Birthday 

17 
 
Sunday Funday 
Foothill Brewpub 
Sheetz @ 4pm 
 

18 19 20 21 
 
Robin  
Pardella’s 
Birthday 
 
Bill 
Hobbs 
Birthday 

22 23 
 
Tuggles Gap Ride 
Sheetz @ 9am 
 

24 
 
Capitol City Bike 
Fest. 
Speedway gas 
station, Asheboro 
9AM 

25 
Shelley  
Sitko’s  
Birthday 

26 27 28 29 30 
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OCTOBER 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Tony Pardella’s  
Birthday 

2 3 4 5 
 
UR Bus Mtg 
 
 
 

6 7 

8 
 
Sunday Funday 
To Mac’s Speed 
Shop 
DK Cycles 2pm 

9 10 
 
UNITED  
RIDERS 
BIRTHDAY 
10/10/2010 

11 12 
 
UR Open 
Meeting 

13 14 
 
Parking Lot Practice 
Creekside Park 
10AM Sharp 

15 16 17 
 
Jodi Brackett’s 
Birthday 

18 19 
 
Tad Hatten’s 
Birthday 

20 21 
UR 7th Annual 
Halloween Party 
Sandy & Tony Bat-
ton’s House. 6PM 

22 23 24 
 
Steve Bishop’s 
Birthday 

25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     
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609 Vista Drive 

High Point, NC 27263 

E-mail: 

unitedriders2010@yahoo.com 

 

United Riders  

Riding Club 

 

If you see the following family member,  
wish them a  

 

* Happy Birthday * 
 

             Debra McPherson ~ September 5th 
Alyse Ford ~ September 10th 

Vickie Jackson ~ September 14th  
 Kathy Blackburn ~ September 16th 

Robin Pardella ~ September 21st 
Bill Hobbs ~ September 21st 

Shelley Sitko ~ September 25th 
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Visit us on the 

Web! 

The UR Garage  
Minor Repair & Maintenance  

Mike Rutenberg  
(336)-847-7475 

Rate- $35 hr 

tel:%28336%29-847-7475

