
 

some group riding times. That’s 
what UR is all about “RIDING!”  
UR is a group that rides together 
with the number one priority being 
safety. Group riding at its best! 
  

There are still Several opportunities 

available for you to make some 

memories with the UR so remember 

to check the calendar and the web 

for more rides and events and until 

next time; practice good riding hab-

its, and use those hand signals. The 

UR member behind you is counting 

on you….. 

and as always,  

Peace Be the Journey!!  

Delbert 
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I hope everyone had a great July with 
as many smile miles as you desired. 
If not I hope August is better for you. 
UR tries to give every opportunity to 
ride somewhere at least twice a 
month, with open days for pop up 
rides of any kind. If you have an idea 
for a ride and see a day it can be 
done, either post it or like me get 
someone that knows how to do it for 
you. 
 
The B4B ride is this month and UR 
will be serving breakfast as long as it 
lasts, and hot dogs and drinks after 
the ride. If you haven’t signed up to 
help please do! Riding the ride is 
helping to so if you don’t feel like 
serving food then you can serve by 
adding numbers to the ride!  
 
UR had a great time on the Quick 
Weekend Getaway to the Natural 
Bridge this past weekend, but what 
would you expect with 
this group. The only bad part about 
the trip was the 37 miles or so of 
fresh gravel at the Parkway on 
the return trip home.  
This stuff is “PUCKER CITY” 
and that’s at 20 mph being super 
careful. UR did an outstanding 
job tackling this obstacle with 
some more of those memories 
miles you didn’t actually enjoy 
when they were taking place, but 
can at least smile about later on! 
Looking forward to the Labor 
Day trip and some more awe-

        

 “Come make some Memories with UR” 
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Hello United Riders! Greetings from the 
road. 
 Sheri and I are on our way back home 
from our trip to Sturgis. We were debating 
which day in Sturgis was our best. To be 
honest everyday was the best day in It’s 
own way. We could not have asked for 
better weather. Most of the days were sun-
ny and mid 70 to 80 degrees. After some 
conversation, we decided that the day trip 
to Needles was the best. We started out 
that morning and it was overcast and in 
the low 60s. It took about an hour to reach 
our first stop at Sylvan lake. This is a 
small lake surrounded by large stone pil-
lars. We then went down Needles highway 
and thru our first stone tunnel. Stopped for 
pictures, and about that time the rain start-
ed to come down. We put the rain gear on 
and continued down to the Cathedral of 
the Spires. Our next stop was to be Iron 
Mountain Road. As we headed that way, I 
was debating whether that was going to be 
a good idea or not. But fortunately as we 
rode on the skies and road began to dry 
and clear. By the time we reached Iron 
Mountain the roads were dry and the skies 
were clear. This road is one of my favorite 
roads, it has 314 curves, 3 pigtails, 3 tun-
nels in its 13 miles to Mount Rushmore. 
The last tunnel perfectly frames the presi-
dents of Mount Rushmore. We stopped at 
Mount Rushmore and got some photos. In 
this one day we did Needles highway and 
Iron Mountain road, both usually listed in 
the top 20 roads to ride in the U.S. This 
was just one day in the seven days in the 
Sturgis area.  
 

THE VP’S CORNER “Sturgis”  

I feel very fortunate to be able to come out 
here for a second time. 
 
Overall, this was an awesome trip, the 
weather was perfect and we had a great 
time.  
 
So get ready..the adventures and memories 
of them, are awaiting us! 
.   

WORDS TO LIVE BY: 
 

May your roads always be smooth, and full of 

curves, 

May the sun always shine behind you, and the 

wind be at your back, 

May your journeys always be safe, and full of 

great memories, 

May you never forget those less fortunate…. 

….. Those on four wheels. 

Live Free ~ Ride Free 

Dale Jones 
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 A Few Tips To Think About ~ by Sandy Batton 

 
If you’re meant to be a biker, nothing will stop you: not lack of money, or discouragement from friends 
and loved ones.  
 
Feet belong on the pegs or on the pavement. Only Fred Flintstone drags his feet when he slows down. 
 
You need to be aware not only of what’s happening in front 
of you when riding, but behind and to the sides. It’s better to 
predict than react. 
 
Farkles like GPS, Satellite Radio, iPhones etc. are a mas-
sive liability to your attention on the bike. 
 
If you believe that everyone eventually crashes, then you 
should believe it most when you’re getting dressed for every 
single ride. 
 
Spending $500 on a premium full face helmet is smart, as is replacing it every five years. 1/2 and 3/4 
helmets may channel air better to your face, but they channel the tarmac better as well.  
 
Always wear gloves when riding.  
 
You can pick up a lot of bad habits from the wrong people. If you’re lucky, you’ll find a mentor who’s 
been riding for ages and is willing to share some of what he/she knows. 
 
The earlier you get up to ride, the better your ride will be. 
 
The hardest days you have on a bike will be the ones you remember. Hailstorms, hurricanes, and 
breakdowns test you, and often require you to seek the assistance of others. People usually go out of 
their way to help, especially in remote areas.  
 
When we ride well, there is little conscious thought involved, it’s just being and doing. People who don’t 
ride will never understand this.  
 
Being biased for or against a particular brand of type of bike is a fool’s game. You eventually get old 
enough to understand that nearly every motorcycle has something worthy about it.  
 
If you let them, motorcycles will enrich your life in ways you could not fathom when you first threw a leg 
over one.  
 
Every day spent above ground is good. Every day spent on a motorcycle is better  

https://www.facebook.com/#
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WHAT VIRGINIA TECH LEARNED ABOUT HOW AND WHY WE CRASH 

OUR MOTORCYCLES  by Kathy Blackburn 

 

What do you learn if you pick 100 riders, put five video cameras and data-logging 

equipment on their motorcycles and record them for a total of 366,667 miles? 

Several things, some of which we knew, some surprising. Intersections are dan-

gerous. We either need to pay better attention or work on our braking techniques, 

because we crash into the back of other vehicles way too often. We’re not good 

enough at cornering, especially right turns. And we drop our bikes a lot (probably 

more often than any of us imagined or were willing to admit).The study was done 

for the Motorcycle Safety Foundation by the Virginia Tech Transportation Insti-

tute. Of course there’s a lot more to it than those findings above, and I’ll get fur-

ther into the results in a minute. But first, why do we need some men and women 

in lab coats to tell us why we crashed? Motorcycle 

crashes: Complex topic, scarce information The most commonly cited U.S. study 

of motorcycle crashes is the one known as the Hurt report. Researchers at the 

University of Southern California, led by Harry Hurt, went to motorcycle crash 

scenes to determine the causes. Unfortunately, that report came out in 1981, 

when cell phones were non-existent and a powerful motorcycle made 90 horse-

power. Plus, all those crashes studied were in Southern California. So even though the Hurt report was the best we had, it was short of perfect. Why 

does that matter? Well, if we don’t have hard evidence on why crashes happen, how can we make the right decisions to prevent them to keep ourselves 

safer? Or fight bad legislation intended to protect us from ourselves? Or provide better training for new riders? 

 

How Virginia Tech studied motorcycle crashes 

The VTTI researchers recruited 100 riders from age 21 to 79 in California, Arizona, Florida and Virginia. They outfitted their motorcycles with video c 

eras showing the rider’s face and forward, rear, left and right views. GPS and data loggers captured other information, such as brake pressure, acceleration, etc. This high

-tech approach addressed another weakness of the Hurt report. As thorough as the USC team was back in the late 1970s, they had to gather information from crash 

scene clues and witnesses, including the riders themselves, when possible. In many cases, they found no evidence that riders took any action at all to avoid a crash, 

though riders often reported they did. The VTTI cameras and data loggers weren’t likely to change their story after the fact. While 366,667 miles of riding sounds like a lot, 

this study still falls short of fulfilling the hopes we had a decade ago of a comprehensive national study. The telling statistic is that in the entire study there were 30 crashes 

and 122 near-crash events. There are far more than 30 ways to crash a motorcycle, so drawing conclusions from that sample size is tricky. The inclusion of near-crashes 

helps, however. Sometimes those events teach us just as much or more than a crash. 

The VTTI team explains its methodology, including efforts to standardize and define terms and procedures. All the details are in a 20-page report you can download from 

the MSF. But here are some of the things I picked out. 

 

https://www.msf-usa.org/downloads/msf100_2016/Risk_Factors_From_MSF_100_Study_Paper.pdf


V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  8  

T H E  B A F F L E  

 

P A G E  5  

Where we crash 

Intersections. No surprise there. VTTI created a system to calculate how much a certain scenario or riding behavior increased the odds of a crash or near-crash. An un-

controlled intersection presents nearly 41 times the risk of no intersection. A parking lot or driveway intersection is more than eight times as risky and an intersection with 

a signal is almost three times as risky. 

A downhill grade increased the risk by a factor of four while an uphill grade doubled it. Riders were nine times as likely to crash or have a near-crash incident on gravel or 

dirt roads than on paved roads. And riders were twice as likely to have an incident in a righthand turn than on a straight section of road (crossing the center line is consid-

ered a near-crash scenario, even if nothing else bad happens). 

How we crash 

We complain all the time about other people on the road trying to kill us, especially cars pulling into our paths. The VTTI study partially backs that up. Of the 99 crashes 

and near-crashes involving another vehicle, the three categories of other vehicles crossing the rider’s path add up to 19. 

Here’s the surprise, however. What’s the most common scenario? Riders hitting (or nearly hitting) another vehicle from behind. There were 35 of those incidents. Are we 

really almost twice as likely to plow into a stopped car in front of us as to have someone pull into our path? Or should we write this off as the result of a small sample size? 

Maybe there are clues in the risk section. Researchers tried to break down rider behavior in crashes and near-crash incidents into two categories: aggressive riding or 

rider inattention or lack of skills. The cameras and other data helped determine, for example, if the rider ran the red light because of inattention or aggressive riding. 

The study found that aggressive riding increased risk by a factor of 18 while inattention or lack of skill increased it by a factor of nine. Combine the two, and odds of an 

incident increased by 30. 

Now here's one of the less dramatic findings, but an interesting one, just the same. It seems we drop our bikes a lot. Or at least the riders in the study did. More than half 

the crashes were incidents some riders wouldn't define as a crash — not a dramatic collision but an incident defined as a case where the "vehicle falls coincident with low 

or no speed (even if in gear)" not caused by another outside factor. Rider inattention or poor execution are to blame. The study finds "These low-speed 'crashes' appear to 

be relatively typical among everyday riding," but they are incidents that would never be included in a different kind of study of motorcycle crashes. The cameras, however, 

capture it all, even our mundane but embarrassing moments. 
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What we can learn 

Of course the practical goal for the MSF in funding this study is to find ways to improve its curriculum for teaching new riders and the study ends with some suggestions. 

For all of us, however, anything that gets us thinking about where we can be better (and therefore safer) riders is worth a little of our time and thought. 

Here’s one thing I know I personally need to work on constantly, and I suspect many of you do, too. We need to look further ahead. It applies on the street, on the track, 

everywhere. One of the other risk factors the VTTI researchers found that I haven’t mentioned yet is that maneuvering to avoid an object, whether a pedestrian, an animal 

or something lying in the road, increases the risk factor by 12. Combine that with the high number of riders hitting another vehicle from behind and I get the feeling we’re 

just not paying close enough attention. We’re not keeping our eyes up and looking far down the road, to see the developing situation that is going to cause the driver in 

front of us to slam on his brakes, or to spot the hunk of exploded truck tire lying in our lane. Those things are taking us by surprise and we’re not giving ourselves enough 

time to react. 

One thing professional riding coaches teach at the track is to keep your eyes up and look farther ahead. That essentially slows down the action, because you have more 

time to react to what you see if you’re looking further ahead. If you’re looking at what’s right in front of you on the track (or street), you’re looking at the past, not the future. 

It’s already too late for you to do anything about what’s 20 feet ahead of your front tire. 

The VTTI study isn’t the last word on motorcycle crashes, but that’s OK. There should never be a last word, because we should never stop talking and learning about it. 
 
Ride Safe & Peace On  
 
 
Kathy Blackburn 
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For sale $7000 

94 heritage softail 

Good riding bike, 

needs battery and 

rider. 

24xxx miles?  

If Interested or know 

of someone who might be: See Alan Hethcox 

Items For Sale 

 

Mission Statement  

United Riders is a group of friends who enjoy riding 
and time spent making memories with each other as a 
group. We care about the community and the needs 
therein, trying to help make a difference in a positive 
way. All of those with the willingness to accept the 
groups values and show respect for each other are 
welcome to join in our endeavor to improve our  
community. 

https://www.facebook.com/messages/t/alan.hethcox#
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August 2017 
 
 
August 13th ~ UR Sunday Funday, Carolina Ale House 
Our August Pick from the box is The Carolina Ale House in WInston. This is where Wayne 
works from the Blacksburg Virginia trip.  
We will meet at DK Cycles at 2:30pm. Delbert will plan a nice country ride that will end here 
at the Carolina Ale House. The food is fantastic and as always, the company is better!! 
Hope you can come out to join us.  

 
August 18 ~ UR Grasshoppers game & Summer Picnic 
Just purchase your seat ticket for $8 and UR will pay for All you can Eat food. Dinner will 
include: hamburgers, hotdogs, BBQ chicken, baked beans, coleslaw, cookies, tea lemon-
ade and water. 

 
August 19th ~ UR Bikers 4 Boobs Ride / Food Tent 
United Riders will again sell food before & during the Bikers 4 Boobs Event at Greensboro 
Harley. 
We will sell Biscuits & Coffee before the ride & prepare / sell hotdogs after the ride. 10% of 
all sales goes to help Women in Randolph county get the mammograms they so desperate-
ly need. Early detection is key to fighting this deadly disease. The rest of the money raised 
helps our other charities over the course of the year... especially at Christmas. UR has sent 
around a sign up sheet for you to help in different areas / times in our food tent. If you have-
n't signed up, please do so at the next meeting. Everyone's help is greatly appreciated.  

August 27th ~ Jackie’s Sunday Funday Lunch Ride 
Meet at Sheetz on Rt 66 ( 1400 NC-66, Kernersville, NC 27284 )  
Meet at 9am and we'll ride to Morganton to this wonderful restaurant for lunch. We'll sit out-
side right on the river side.   
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September 2017 

 
September 1st-4th ~ UR’s 7th Annual Labor Day Trip 
Lodging Info:  
Seasons Inn Motel  - 94 Town Square Suite N , Blairsville, Georgia 30512 
Call toll free: 800.901.4422 
$89 per night - includes tax 
We have 13 rooms blocked & YOU MUST call to pay for your own room out of UNITED 
RIDERS BLOCK. Ask for Colleen (Jodi Brackets friend)  
Great reviews & in the middle of town.  
NO REFUNDS DUE TO WEATHER!!  
YOU MUST BOOK BY AUGUST 5th or the rooms go back in circulation.  

 

September  9th ~ Pop Up Ride ~ The Road to Nowhere 
This day is set aside for a pop up ride. It will be Lead by someone to anywhere.... Lets be 
creative & post your ideas....  

 
September 17th ~ Sunday Funday ~ Foothill’s Brewpub 
Our Pick from the Box for September is: Foothills Brewpub in Winston Salem 
Meet at Sheetz in Kernersville at 4pm for a nice dinner that includes, Wings, Burgers, 
Wraps & more.... 
 

 

September 23rd ~ Tuggles Gap Ride 
Meet at Sheetz In Kernersville @ 9am 
Well Ride to Tuggles Gap for lunch, ride the parkway to Meadows of Dan to Nancy's Can-
dy, then back on the parkway to Orchard Gap for some twisties & switchbacks on the ride 
down the mountain. A beautiful ride for a challanging soul....  
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AUGUST 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
 
UR Bus Mtg 
 
Tom 
Swaney’s 
Birthday 

4 5 
 
Quick  Getaway 
 
<————————— 
Tex & Shirley’s  
8am or  
Citco 10am 

6 
 
Natural Bridge 
 
——————> 

7 8 9 10 
 
UR Open 
Meeting 

11 12 

13 
 
UR 
Sunday Funday 
Carolina Ale 
House 
DK’s 2:30pm 

14 15 
 
Rob Berrier’s 
Birthday 

16 17 18 
 
UR  
Grasshoppers  
Game / Picnic 
7pm 

19 
 
UR 
Bikers 4 Boobs 
Ride 
Food Tent 
7:30am 

20 21 
 
Lanee 
Kirby’s 
Birthday 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 
Jackies Sunday 
Funday Ride 
Meet at Sheetz 
Kernersville 
9am 

28 29 30 31  
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SEPTEMBER 2017  

 

Sun 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
<——————— 
 
UR       Labor 

2 
——————— 
 
Day 

3 
 
———————— 
 
Trip 

4 
 
——————-> 

5 
 
Debra  
McPherson’s 
Birthday 

6 7 
UR Bus Mtg 

8 9 
 
Pop Up Ride 
 

10 
 
Alyse Ford’s 
Birthday 

11 12 13 14 
UR Open 
Meeting 
 
Vickie  
Jackson’s 
Birthday 

15 16 
 
Kathy  
Blackburn’s  
Birthday 

17 
 
Sunday Funday 
Foothill Brewpub 
Sheetz @ 4pm 
 

18 19 20 21 
 
Robin  
Pardella’s 
Birthday 
 
Bill 
Hobbs 
Birthday 

22 23 
 
Tuggles Gap 
Ride 
Sheetz @ 9am 
 

24 25 
Shelley  
Sitko’s  
Birthday 

26 27 28 29 30 

       



609 Vista Drive 

High Point, NC 27263 

E-mail: 

unitedriders2010@yahoo.com 

 

United Riders  

Riding Club 

 

 

 

If you see the following family member,  
 

wish them a  
 

* Happy Birthday * 
 

Tom Swaney ~ August 3rd 
Robin Berrier ~ August 15th 
Lanee Kirby ~ August 21st 

 
  

 

 

P A G E  1 2  

Visit us on the 

Web! 

The UR Garage  
Minor Repair & Maintenance  

Mike Rutenberg  
(336)-847-7475 

Rate- $35 hr 

tel:%28336%29-847-7475

