
Hello UR Brothers and 

Sisters! We have had to make a 

lot of cancellations this year, 

from our Brunswick stew fund 

raiser, to our annual spring ride, 

to our 2nd annual “Wheelin’ for 

the Homeless” ride. All I ask is 

that we keep our heads up and 

our eye on the goal and try not 

to make any more this year. It is 

better to cancel something 

sometimes than to proceed with 

it and not do it right. 

Remember that we are 

not promised “tomorrow”. If 

you have something that needs 

to be completed today, do it to-

day. We all have a little 

“procrastinator” in us but we 

have to sit this aside and “gitt-er 

done” sometimes. This is true in 

your duties for the club and 

your duties in life.  

Trust me when I say that 

you never know what 

“tomorrow” will bring. We all 

like to plan for things but just 

remember that your plans may 

need to change with a moment’s 

notice, “tomorrow”. 

If you need to: Change 

the oil in your bike, call your 

family member and tell them 

you love them, take your son or 

daughter fishing, spend the day 

riding with your wife or hus-

band, call about the “whatever” 

you said you would do for the 

club, check on Mom, and the list 

goes on and on – Do it today! 

Do it now! 

Always remember that if 

you have ever said “I will do 

that tomorrow” – Today (right 

now) is the “tomorrow” you 

were talking about yesterday! 

As Always…… Love your fami-

ly, laugh with your friends, and 

enjoy the ride!  

 

David Hess 

President – United Riders 
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If you need your patches sewn on your vest contact Dora Hunt, 854 Mt. Zion Church Road, Thomasville, NC 

27360, (336) 867-5965.  Please leave name and number if no answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have items you would like to have posted in the Classifieds please contact Arizona Bunce at sunshinedaisy37@hotmail.com or David Hess 

at dhess@vecoplanllc.com 

Classifieds 

For all of your sign needs please contact 

 

2005 Police Edition Road King  
Only 13,450 miles, EXCELLENT condition. Sporting 
Rhinehart True Dual Pipes, Detachable Windshield, 
Factory Custom Paint, and Quick Release Saddle-

bags $11k, contact Eric Marvin, 336-269-0116  



Misconception about DOT Helmet Standards  
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Often when we appear in court representing someone charged with failing to wear a DOT approved helmet, the judg-
es and district attorneys are baffled.  They look at us with this confused look on their face and ask….why are you here, 
it’s just a helmet ticket?  The better question is, why are you here prosecuting a case where the states sole witness 
hasn’t read and doesn’t understand FMVSS 218 (better known as the DOT standards).   Don’t get me wrong, we are 
not anti-police. Most officers do a good job and quite frankly could not care less what type of helmet the motorcyclist is 
wearing so long as they are wearing one.  However, whenever we come across the officer who is consumed with the 
idea that he must protect us from ourselves, we find that the officer does not understand the very standards he accus-
es us of violating.  For instance, when they claim that the helmet fails to meet the DOT standards because the helmet 
lining is not at least an inch thick I ask them to show me that requirement in the standards.  Of course they can’t, there 
is no such requirement.  When I ask the officer or trooper if they have read the standards the answer is invariably no.   

 

So why are so many of us riders getting tickets?  Most police are trained improperly on the standards.  They are told 
that the helmet must have a one to a one and a half inch thick inner liner and that it must have a DOT label.  North 
Carolina’s helmet statute states as follows: 
 

“No person shall operate a motorcycle or moped upon a highway or public area un-
less the operator and all passengers thereon wear on their heads, with a retention 
strap properly secured, safety helmets of a type that complies with FMVSS 218” 

 

As you can see, nothing in the statute requires that the helmet be approved, certified or labeled by the Department of 
Transportation.   FMVSS 218 does in fact have a labeling requirement.  However, that requirement only applies while 
the helmet is in possession of the manufacturer, distributor, retailer, or dealer.  Once the helmet is in the hands of the 
consumer the labeling requirement is inapplicable.  You, the consumer, may remove, alter or paint over the label.  We 
know this to be fact because chief counsel for the Department of Transportation has stated so in writing.  According to 
the chief counsel of DOT the labeling requirement is for manufacturers only.     
 

I recently represented several bikers here in North Carolina who were charged with having non-approved helmets.  I 
put into evidence the letter from the U.S. Department of Transportation described above.  The court found our clients 
guilty anyway and stated that cases should go up to the higher courts so that this issue could be clarified and re-
solved. The judge felt that the letter clouded the issue.  Once in Superior Court, the cases were dismissed by the Dis-
trict Attorney without a trial. We wanted to try the case.  After seeing our evidence the DA’s office did not.     
 

In short, GS 20-140.4 of North Carolina does not require your helmet be labeled with a DOT sticker.  Neither does 
FMVSS No. 218.  My firm is not advocating or suggesting what type of helmet a rider should wear in North Carolina.  
We believe that adults are smart enough to make that choice on their own.  We are advocating that every motorcyclist 
know what the law really says so that they can make an informed choice.   
 

If you choose not to wear a helmet that carries a DOT label and you receive a ticket we will be more than happy to 
represent you at no cost.  Why do we do this?  For years motorcyclists have trusted us to represent them when they 
are injured by a careless driver.  We will always  stand up for our fellow riders who have trusted us.  Hopefully we can 
eventually convince the government to trust us as well and leave personal safety deci-
sions in the hands of the individual.        
 
Elizabeth Sorrell 
Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group 
1-800-321-8968 
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“You may think you 

were dropped off in 

Dodge City and 

Wyatt Earp is going 

to be popping out 

of the Saloon any 

second . . .” 

Destination: Love Valley 
Saloons, General 

Stores, Hitch’n Posts, 

Horses, Wagons, 

Wooden Side-walks, 

Cowboys………. Days 

long gone, right???? 

WRONG!!!!!!!! 

There is still plenty of 

the “Old West” still 

around, if you know 

where to look. The best 

place to find all of this 

in one spot is Love 

Valley, NC. 

Love Valley is the 

“Cowboy Capital of 

North Carolina”, no 

doubt about that with a 

Saloon, General Store, 

hitching posts, and a 

rodeo arena (outside 

the city limits, of 

course). Automobiles 

are not allowed inside 

the city limits (not 

even our beloved “gas-

eating” steeds), only 

horses or horse (or 

mule) drawn wagons 

are allowed. You can 

park just outside the 

city limits and walk 

around the town all 

you like (cowboy hat, 

or not). 

The town started out as 

a vision of Andy Bark-

er, and then in 1954, it 

became a reality. Andy 

built this town in Ire-

dell County (just off 

115 north of 

Statesville) and it was 

chartered in 1963. It 

has a mayor that is 

elected each year, but 

no Sheriff. 

Love Valley was in the 

center of a lot of con-

troversy in the 60’s and 

70’s, as it hosted some 

large festivals and the 

small town was over 

ran with people, and no 

law to speak of. 

It is a great place to 

spend the week-end 

and ride the trails with 

horses, return to town 

that evening, for some 

refreshments, and then 

to your cabin or tent to 

“sit-a-spell” around the 

camp fire. The wooden 

side-walks are filled 

with benches, rocking 

chairs, and dogs, plenty 

of dogs running around 

the place. 

If you don’t have a 

horse (or just rather 

ride the iron breed) it is 

a great place to visit 

for an afternoon, as 

part of your week-

end ride. 

The photos do not 

do it justice; you 

must visit it in per-

son to get the full 

appreciation of it. You 

may think you were 

dropped off in Dodge 

City and Wyatt Earp is 

going to be popping 

out of the Saloon any 

second to give you a 

beating with the butt of 

his six-shooter, no 

doubt because of the 

loud pipes on your 

HOG!!!! 

So, put this on your 

list, grab a blanket on 

the way out of the 

house, make a couple 

of sandwiches, head up 

to Love Valley, take a 

step back in time, and 

keep an eye out for 

Wyatt’s six-shooter 

while you have a pic-

nic. 

 

David Hess 

President 

 

 

T H E  B A F F L E  



P A G E  5  

Lady Rider News: Women Riders Achieve Motorcycle Mileage award… 1,000,000 Miles 

What an awesome article about 2 women in histo-
ry….. 
 
Voni Glaves and Ardys Kellerman Hit a Million miles 
and became the first two women in North America to 
document riding one 
million miles on 
BMW motorcycles. 
 
As they approached 
these accomplish-
ments they arranged 
to meet in Ouray, 
Colorado USA to 
ride their one-
millionth miles to-
gether on U.S. High-
way 550, their 
"Million Dollar High-
way." Voni, 64, and 
Ardys, 79, met up to 
ride their millionth 
mile together. Their 
odometers clicked 
over to this land-
mark achievement 
at Red Mountain 
Overlook in Colorado between Ouray and Silverton, 
the morning of August 30, 2011. Dealership docu-
mentation of their achievements has been sent to 
BMW Motorrad U.S.A. and to the BMW Motorcycle 
Owners of America, each of which provides mileage 
awards at 100,000 mile intervals.  
 
Glaves, 64, is a retired teacher who resides in the 
Texas Big Bend just north of Big Bend National Park. 
Kellerman, 79, is a retired electronics technician who 
resides in Lexington, Texas. Both have been rid-
ing BMW motorcycles for numerous years. Kellerman 
bought her first BMW in 1985. Glaves first BMW was 
her Mother's Day present in 1977. These women 
have used 31 different motorcycles - “I’ve had 15 
bikes and Ardys has had 16,” says Voni, “My favourite 
tends to be whichever one I’m riding at the time, but I 
do have one which really stands out.”  
 
Glaves highest mileage on a single motorcycle was 
357,658 miles on a 1993 R1100RS, which she still 

owns. Kellerman has owned 16 BMW's including a 
1999 R1100RT with 170,000 miles. Voni’s 35-year 
journey to one million miles has taken her through all 
50 states, all the Canadian provinces, five countries in 
southern Africa, and New Zealand. Asked what she 

will do next, the 
proud grandma to 
two motorcycle-
mad boys’ jokes 
‘two million miles’. 
But despite her 
achievement, Voni 
says she doesn’t 
think of herself as 
an extreme rider. “I 
don’t see myself 
like that, but I do 
like to set personal 
challenges that are 
a bit beyond what I 
think I can do. And 
then do them. I 
challenged my stu-
dents to do the 
same – and they 
have,” she says. 
 

Both Kellerman and Glaves are experienced long dis-
tance endurance riders. Glaves finished the 11-day 
Iron Butt Rally in 2003. Kellerman completed the bi-
ennial 11-day Iron Butt Rally 4 times.  
  
But there was another achievement during her jour-
neys that she’s just as proud of. “Every one of my 
miles was accident free, so I’d like to continue to safe-
ly explore this vast country of ours close-up, on two 
wheels,” she says.  
 
 ~Article submitted by Sheri Sandoval 
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MAY 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 1 2 3 

United Riders 

Business 

Meeting 

4 5  

Brent’s Relay 

for Life Ride 

12:00 - 4:00 

 
 

6 15th Annual 

Freedom  Wall 

Memorial 

Dedication & 

Ride -  Meet  at 

DK Cycles @ 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10 Open Mem-

ber  Meeting -  

Bill’s Pizza 

Eat @ 6:00 PM 

Meet @ 7:00 

PM 

11 12 Jack & Jo-

ey’s Breakfast 

Ride - Meet at 

DK Cycles @ 

8:00 AM 

13 
MOTHER’S 

DAY 

14 15 16 17 18 

 

19 

20 21 

 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 
 

28 

MEMORIAL 

DAY 

29 30 31   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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JUNE 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
    

 

1 

 

2 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 7 

United Riders 

Business 

Meeting 

8 9 

10 
 

11 12 13 14 Open Mem-

ber  Meeting -  

Bill’s Pizza 

Eat @ 6:00 PM 

Meet @ 7:00 

PM 

15 

 

16 

17 

FATHER’S 

DAY 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

UR Spring 

Picnic -  Meet 

at Brent & 

Michelle’s 

24 
 

25 

 

26 27 28 29 30 
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609 Vista Drive 

High Point, NC 27263 

Phone: 336-918-6714 

E-mail: unitedriders2010@yahoo.com 

United Riders is a group of friends and family who 

enjoy riding and the time spent making memories 

with each other as a group. We care about the com-

munity and the needs therein trying to help make a 

difference in a positive way. All those with the will-

ingness to accept the groups’ values an show respect 

for each other are welcome to join us in our endeav-

or to improve our community.  

 

 

United Riders  

Riding Club 

Visit us on the Web! 

www.unitedriders.us 

If you see the following family members, wish them a Happy Birthday:  

Sheri Sandoval ~ May 12th 

Barry Gaither ~ May 15th 

Sergio Sandoval ~ May 20th 

Jeff Kirby ~ May 26th 

George Bunce ~ May 26th 

Kathy Pritchard ~ May 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have items you would like to have posted in the Announcements section please contact Arizona 

Bunce at sunshinedaisy37@hotmail.com or David Hess at dhess@vecoplanllc.com 

Announcements 


